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PROLOGUE

As the 22nd century hummed with the intricate ballet of
quantum machinery, an enigmatic figure named Shoothis
stood apart from the crowd. Once a legend in the realm of
cybercrime, now a symbol of resistance, his story is not one
of common progression. But his journey is etched with
dreams of a different era, a time when reality was grounded
and the digital world was yet to conquer the human spirit.

Shoothis was not always a master of digital realms. He
was once a practitioner of karate, living a life brimming with
physical vigor and vitality. His nights were consumed by
freedom and passion, and his charm, coupled with his
athletic prowess, attracted many. But as his fascination with
computers grew, he found himself withdrawing from his
vibrant social life.

Shoothis replaced nights in clubs with nights spent before
screens, diving deep into the complex world of hacking. His
character transformation distanced him from his old circles,
yet one memory of a woman, adorned with piercings and
tattoos, lingered long in his mind.

With time, the scarcity of income pushed him to delve
deeper into the murkier corners of cyberspace. The advent of
DarkNet sparked a lucrative opportunity, one that promised
riches beyond his wildest dreams. But a change was on the
horizon.

Becoming a white-hat hacker marked a pivotal point in his
journey, a transition brought about by the introduction of a
woman who would change his life. As he moved from
exploiting vulnerabilities to protecting them, Shoothis found
a new purpose. He became a guardian of the digital world.



But the reality of the 22nd century seemed far removed
from the life he remembered living. Each morning he woke,
his vivid dreams of the past would dissipate into the cold,
artificial air. The stark contrast between his dreams and his
reality forced him to question his own existence: Can dreams
be real memories?

This is his story, a blend of artificial recollections and real
experiences, of life within the quantum network and beyond.
As you delve deeper, you'll begin to question the fabric of our
reality, the nature of dreams and memories, and the profound
impact of our digital existence. Welcome to Shoothis' world.



CHAPTER 1

THE PATH UNUSUAL

Long before the epithet
'Shoothis' adorned him
and he became
synonymous with hacking
and digital subterfuge,
Brud Linden was just
another face in the crowd.
His life was a delicate
balance between his
passion for karate and his
fascination with
computers.

On one hand, he was an
ardent student of karate,
his spirit echoing with the
philosophy of the martial
art. The dojo was his
sanctuary, the rhythm of
punches and kicks his
meditation. His agile
movements masked the

raw power beneath, but his calm demeanour was perhaps his
greatest strength. It taught him discipline, perseverance, and



the art of resilience, skills that were to serve him well in the
years to come.

On the other hand, computers were his escape, a rabbit
hole of endless discovery. He found a certain elegance in the
clean, logical structure of code and the world it could shape.
The intricacies of networks and systems intrigued him, his
fingers dancing over keys, writing intricate symphonies of
code, a prelude to his digital mastery. Little did he know that
these two seemingly disparate worlds were to converge,
forging his destiny as the legendary 'Shoothis'.



CHAPTER 2

IN THE THRALL OF NIGHT

The cover of night brought
a different kind of thrill
for Brud Linden,
transforming him into an
indomitable figure. His
prowess in karate not only
gifted him physical
strength and resilience but
also endowed him with an
intangible aura of
invincibility, a protective
shield that encouraged
him to roam freely under
the silver glow of the
moonn.

His muscular physique, a
testament to his
disciplined training and
dedication, became an
attractive magnet,
drawing countless admiring glances. The nightclubs, bathed

in the pulsating neon lights, would come alive with whispers



as he walked in, his chiseled features mirroring the
tantalising dance of shadows and light.

Women were naturally drawn to his magnetic personality,
his strength, and the enigmatic charm that shrouded him. His
muscular frame hinted at his physical prowess, while his
calm, focused eyes revealed the disciplined warrior within.
Life was an intoxicating mix of pleasure and adventure, a
cocktail he relished until dawn painted the sky with hues of a
new day.



CHAPTER 3

THE UNSEEN WARRIOR
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Brud's life took a significant turn when he traded his
karate gi for a keyboard. His muscular physique became less
visible but the discipline, focus, and determination he had
honed through his martial training found a new arena in the
realm of cyberspace.

He found solace in the rhythmic tapping of keys, in the
flickering of the command line interface, and the arcane
symbols of code. His dojo was now the humming circuits of
computer systems, his adversaries, the intricate security
measures, and firewalls. He was no longer a visible fighter



demonstrating power through physical prowess. Instead, he
transformed into an unseen warrior, his battles waged silently
behind the screens, and his victories measured in bypassed
security systems and unlocked information.

As the sun sank and the neon lights of the clubs started to
light up the city, Brud was immersed in his new world, his
fingers dancing across the keyboard in a rhythm that
mirrored his earlier martial arts kata. In this quiet corner of
the world, he found his new passion and purpose.



CHAPTER 4

THE LINGERING ECHO
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In his shift from physical prowess to intellectual might,
Brud found his tastes and interests evolving. The allure of
ink-stained skin and silver piercings that had once caught his
attention now seemed incongruous with his reclusive
lifestyle. Yet, one particular image was etched deep into his
memory.

Her name was Alyx, a rebellious, free spirit with emerald
eyes, a fiery tongue, and tattoos that were an intricate map of
her past. She was a storm, untamed and powerful. They
shared a whirlwind romance, a dance of passion that was as
transient as it was intense.

Now, Alyx was a distant echo, a fragment of his past. Yet,
the memory of her lingered, a constant reminder of his



transformation. As he dove deeper into the shadows of
cyberspace, he realised that Alyx's essence was not just in her
piercings or tattoos, but in her spirit - a spirit that he now
channeled into his new life.



CHAPTER 5

FINDING THE GOLDEN VEIN

Fighting a constant uphill
battle to keep the lights on
and stomach full, Brud
found his current career
prospects less than
promising. Computer
repair and network
administration barely
allowed him to make ends
meet. Struggling with his
circumstances, his mind
began to wander into the
darker corners of the web.

The DarNet, an
underworld within the
confines of cyberspace,
became his focus. There,
the boundaries blurred,
where right and wrong
were masked behind
strings of codes and anonymised identities. He quickly
discovered the lucrative prospects it offered.




A whole new world opened up for him; illegal
transactions, data manipulations, and black-market deals ran
rife, promising wealth for those with the guts and skills to
exploit it. The stakes were high, but so were the rewards. The
appeal was irresistible. As he delved deeper into the DarNet,
Brud found his golden vein, and he intended to mine it for all
it was worth.



CHAPTER 6

THE TREADMILL OF CREDENTIALS

In the 21st century, society
held paper qualifications
in high regard. A myriad
of certificates and
diplomas littered every
individual's resume. These
were viewed as proof of
competence, though they
often fell short of
demonstrating real-world
skill or talent.

Brud found himself
entrapped in this
perpetual cycle of
acquiring paper
credentials, a necessary
evil to climb the socio-
professional ladder. He
spent days and nights
engrossed in textbooks
and manuals, chasing after
the next certificate or diploma, a game where the goalposts
constantly moved.




His pursuits were not entirely in vain, for he found himself
delving deeper into his field of expertise, constantly pushing
the boundaries of his knowledge and skills. The grind
ultimately bore fruit as he attained the coveted status of a
scholar. He was now officially a computer scientist, an expert
in his field, armed with a multitude of certifications to
validate his credentials. But he knew his true education was
not limited to what these papers conveyed. His real lessons
were learned in the underbelly of the DarNet, in the grit of
the real world where theory met application.



CHAPTER 7

THE DIGITAL DOJO
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Adopting karate's tenets into his cyber life, Brud began to
perceive the digital realm differently. Just as he had trained
to anticipate his opponent's moves in the dojo, he now
anticipated the moves of cyber adversaries.

Building on his martial arts training, he cultivated an
instinctive understanding of digital threats. He began to see
patterns and rhythms in the seemingly chaotic streams of
binary, as one might see the ebb and flow of an opponent's
attack and defence.



This 'cyber-karate', as he dubbed it, changed his life. The
lessons of discipline, balance, and harmony, learned in the
dojo, were now reflected in his work. He became a
formidable presence in the cyber world, adept at identifying
vulnerabilities, fending off attacks, and striking back when
necessary.

His martial discipline brought a unique edge to his
computer science expertise. Shoothis became known for his
signature style - a blend of rigorous scientific method and
intuitive martial arts tactics. The digital dojo had truly
transformed him into a cyber warrior.



CHAPTER 8

WHITE HAT TURN
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The arrival of a woman
had a profound impact on
Brud's life. She was unlike
anyone he had ever met: a
passionate advocate for
digital rights and privacy,
and a fervent believer in
using one's skills for good.
Their interactions nudged
Brud onto a different path.
He found himself drawn to
her worldview, her
commitment to ethical
hacking, and her belief in
the power of technology
as a force for good.

He could no longer ignore
the darker aspects of his
cyber exploits. He became
acutely aware of the harm
he could cause and started
questioning the morality of his actions.




Inspired by her conviction and ideals, Brud decided to
change his ways. He hung up his black hat and became a
white hat hacker, committed to using his skills to protect and
serve rather than exploit. He may have entered the cyber
world seeking fortune, but he had found something far more
valuable - a purpose.



CHAPTER 9

SHADES OF REALITY

to dismiss them as mere illusions.

In the end, the whole story
seemed to be nothing
more than a dream, or at
least that's what Shoothis
wished it to be. He woke
up in the stark reality of
the 22nd century,
surrounded by the familiar
hum of quantum
machinery.

A pang of sadness hit him
as he grappled with the
unsettling thought that all
his memories were
fabricated, mere figments
of his artificially enhanced
consciousness. The
emotions attached to these
memories felt so real, so
tangible, that it was hard



With his mind buzzing and heart heavy, Shoothis found
himself pondering a profound question: Can dreams be real
memories? As he stared blankly at the holographic
projections dancing around him, he felt a strange sense of
disconnection from his present reality and a longing for a
past that may never have existed.
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